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A REMARKABLE CASE, & 


Read at the ROYAL SOCIETY, June 21, 1787. 


TO SIR JOSEPH BANKS, BART. P. R. 8. 


SIR, 3.1. Martin's-Late, May 28, 1787. 


HE following very extraordinary caſe, communicated to 
me by Dr. BLANE, F. R. S. I take the liberty, at his 
defire, to tranſmit to you, with his letter to me, containing 
the proofs of its authenticity; hoping that it will appear to 
you, as it did to us, worthy of being read at one of the meet- 
ings of the Royal Society, as a fact in natural hiſtory, which is 
_ equally uncommon, curious, and well vouched. In order, how- 
ever, to make its ſingularity more apparent, I have taken the li- 


berty to ſubjoin ſotne obſervations on births of this kind, with 


fuch well authenticated accounts of ſimilar events as I have been 
able to procure, confining myſelf chiefly to thoſe which have 
be opts in our own country, where we are leaſt likely to be 


| deceived. 
| I have the honour to be,&c. 


MAXWELL GARTHSHORE. 
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P. S. As one proof of its fingularity, I, many months | 
ago, employed various friends at Peterſburg, Berlin, Vienna, 
Lyons, Paris, and Ghent, to collect for me well authenticated 
caſes of this kind, and I have not as yet been able to procure 
any. 


Copy of a letter from Dr. BLANx, Phyſician to his Majeſty's 
Navy and to St. Thomas's Hoſpital, F. R. S. to Dr., Garth- 
ſhore, Phyſician to the Britiſh Lying: in Hoſpital. 


DE AR SI = | Sackville- Street, June 22, 1786. 

A few days ago, I received from the country an account of a- 
woman who was delivered of five children at a birth in April 
laſt. As your extenfive experience and reading in this line of 
practice enable you to judge, how far this fact is rare or inte- 
reſting, 1 ſubmit it to you, whether it deſerves. to be commu— 
nicated to the Royal Society. Mr. HuLL, the gentleman Who 
fent me the caſe, 1s a very ſenſible and ingenious practitioner of 
phyſic at Blackburn, in Lancaſhire. He attended the labour 
himſelf from. beginning to end, and his character for fidelity 
and accuracy is well known to. me, as he was formerly a pupil 
at the hoſpital to which I am phyſician; ſo that no fact can 
be better authenticated. He mentions alſo, that he has pre- 
ſerved all thoſe five children in ſpirits; and, if deſired, he will 
ſend them for the inſpection of the Society * 


Lam, with great regard, &c. 
GILBERT BrANE:;. 


* They were accordingly ſent; and having been exhibited to the Society when 
this Paper was read, are now depolited,in the Muſeum of Mr, Joun HUNTER. 


MarRrGARET 
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ManxcARTT W ADDINGTON, aged twenty-one, a poor woman. 
of the townſhip of Lower Darwin, near Blackburn in Lancaſhire, 
formerly delivered of one child at the full term of pregnancy, 
conceived a ſecond time about the beginning of December 
1785, and from that period became affected with the uſual 
ſymptoms that attend breeding. At the end of the firſt 
month, ſhe became lame, complained of conſiderable pains in 
her loins, and the enlargement of her body was ſo remarkably 
rapid, that ſhe was then judged by her neighbours to be almoſt 
half gone with child. At the end of the ſecond month the 
found herſelf ſomewhat larger, and her breeding complaints 
continued to increaſe. When the third month was completed, 
the thought herſelf fully as large as ſhe had formerly been im 
her ninth month, and to her former ſymptoms of nauſea, vo- 
miting, lameneſs, and pain of the loins, ſhe had now added a 
diſtreſſing ſhortneſs of breath. She continued to increaſe ſo 
rapidly in ſize, that ſhe thought "the could perceive herſelf” 
growing larger every day, and ſhe was under the frequent 
neceſſity of widening her cloaths. When ſhe reckoned herſelf 
eighteen weeks gone, ſhe firſt perceived ſomewhat indiſtinctly 
the motion of a child. By the 2oth of April, 1786, all her 
complaints were become much more diſtreſſing; ſhe had much. 
tenſion and pain over all the abdomen, her vomiting was in- 
ceſſant, and ſhe now could not make water but with the utmoſt 
difficulty. The ſymptoms being palliated by Mr. LAN cASTER, 
the advanced in her pregnancy to Monday the 24th of April, 
when being ſuppoſed to have arrived at the twentieth week, 
ſhe was ſeized with labour pains. Theſe continued gradually 
to increaſe till the next day, about two in the afternoon ; at 
which time I was ſent for, Mr. LANcASTER being abſent, 


and; 
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and ſhe was ſoon delivered of a ſmall, dead, but not putrid, 
female child. The pains continuing, this was ſoon followed 
by a ſecond leſs child; to this very ſoon ſucceeded a third, 
larger than the firſt, which was alive; to theſe a fourth ſoon 

followed, ſomewhat larger than the firſt, and very putrid ; 
laſt of all, there foon ſucceeded a fifth child, larger than any of 
the former, and born alive. Theſe five children were all fe- 
males; two were born alive; and the whole operation was per- 
formed in the ſpace of fifty minutes. The firſt made its ap- 
pearance at two in the afternoofi, and the laſt at ten minutes 
before three. Each child preſented naturally, was preceded by 
a ſeparate burſt of water, and was delivered by the natural 
pains only. In a ſhort time after the birth of the laſt, the 
placenta was expelled by nature without any haemorrhage, was 
uncommonly large, and in ſome places beginning to be putrid. 
It conſiſted of one uniform continued cake, and was not divided 
into diſtin placentulæ, the lobulated appearance being nearly 
equal all over. Each funis was contained in a ſeparate cell, 
within which each child had been lodged; and it was eaſy to 
perceive, by the ſtate of the funis, and that part of the pla- 
centa to which it adhered, in which fac the dead, and in which 
the living children had been contained. I examined the ſepta 
of the cells very carefully, but could not divide them as uſual | 
inte diſtin& laminæ, nor determine which was chorion or 
which amnios. I could not prevail on the good women to 
allow me to carry it home, to be more narrowly mfpeCted ; 
and I ſubmitted more readily to their prejudice for its being 
burned, as its very ſoft texture ſeemed to me to render it hardly 
capable to bear injection. The two living children having ſur- 
vived their birth but a ſhort time, I was allowed to carry them 
home; and I have preſerved the whole five in ſpirits, and have 
ſince 
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fince weighed and meaſured: them, and find their proportions. 
to be as follows in Avoirdupois weight, inches and parts. 


Es Oz. Dr. | Inches 
The iſt born dead =» — 6 12. Length 9 
| The ad - | Leo 3 Oo... 8 
= — v 12 gz 
The 48 — e — 6 12 92 
The 5th. alive « — — 9 


The mother, in ſpite of the crowds with which her cham 


ber was contiuually filled, continued to recover, and was able 


to be out of bed on the 27th and 28th, her third and fourth days; 
but finding herſelf then weak, by my advice, kept her bed till the 
11th of May, when ſhe went out of doors, and on the 21ſt 
walked to Blackburn, two miles diſtant. This was the 27th. 
day from her delivery, ſhe having entirely recovered her 
{ſtrength without any accident. It may not be improper to- 
add, that the huſband of this woman has been in an infirm ſtate 


of health for three years palt, and is now labouring under a. 
e phthiſis. 


Jam, &c. 
Signed, JOHN, HULL... 


Blackburn, Lancaſhire, 
Tune 9, 1786. 


Obſervations 
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Obſervations on numerous Births. 


THOUGH the females of the human ſpecies produce 
moſt commonly but one child at a birth; and though 
their formation with only two breaſts, and one nipple to 
each, renders it probable they were not originally intended to 
produce in general more than two; yet, from what we know 
of the womb and its appendages, and what from the lateſt 
experiments we are led to conjecture as to the' mode of con- 
ception, we cannot preſume 2 priori to ſet limits to the 
| fertility of nature, nor determine deciſively what number of 
feetuſes may be conceived and nouriſhed to a certain period 
in the human uterus at the ſame time. | . 

The preſent ſingular and well-atteſted caſe aſſures us, that 
frve have certainly been born at once, and we have no title 
abſolutely to reject all the teſtimonies of even more numerous 
births, or to ſay that, in ſome rare inſtances, this number has 
never been exceeded. | 1 : 

What has tended to render relations of this ſort ridiculous, 
and to throw a degree of diſcredit on the whole, is the many 
marvellous, and evidently abſurd and incredible hiſtories, which 
not only the retailers of prodigies, but even the credulous 
writers of medical obſervations, have collected. 

I need only refer thoſe, who wiſh to amuſe themſelves with 
ſurpriſing relations of this kind, to the curious collections of 
SCHENKIUS, SCHURIGIUs, AMBROSE PAREY, and others. 

But, in order to ſhew how very uncommon births of this 
kind are, and how truly ſingular the caſe communicated by 
Mr. HULL to Dr, BLANE is, I take the liberty to ſubjoin a 

ſhort 
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ſhort view of the uſual courſe of nature in this matter among 

our own country-women, where we are leait likely to be = 

decewed. : --- . 't 
Though female fertility certainly varies according to the : | 

climate, fituation, and manner of life; yet, I believe, it may 1 5 1 

be taken fo? a general rule, that where people live in the moſt 

{imple and natural ſtate, if they are the beſt nouriſhed, and if | 

they enjoy the firmeſt health and ſtrength, they will there be | 

the moſt fertile in healthy children ; but we have no data to | ] 

determine that they will there have the greateſt number at one 0 

birth. 

At the Britiſh Lying- in Hoſpital, where we have had 

18, 390 delivered, the proportion of twins born has been only 

one in 91 births. In the Weſtminſter Diſpenſary, of 1897 | : 

women delivered, the proportion of twins has been once in | 

80 births; but in the Dublin Lying-in Hoſpital, where above 

21,000 have been delivered, they have had twins born once 

every lixty-ſecond time. The average of which i is once in 78 

births nearly, in theſe kingdoms. | 
The calculations made in Germany from great numbers, in } 

various ſituations, ſtate twins as happening in a varied propor- ) 

tion from once every ſixty- fifth to once every ſeventieth time. | 
But in a more accurate and later calculation made at Paris, & 

by M. TENON, Surgeon to the Salpetriere, we learn, that 

in 104,591 births the proportion of twins was only one in 4 

96, which is only a ſmall degree leſs than we have calculated „ - 

at the Britiſh Lying- in Hoſpital. 2 
It would be eaſy to add other calculations, all differing . 


theſe and from one another, more or leſs; but! hope theſe are — 
lufficient to ſhew that nature obſerves no certain rule in this E - 
* matter; _” 
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matter; and that even twins, the moſt uſual variation, is not 
a very common occurrence. 

When we advance to triplets, or three born at once, we 
find comparatively very few inſtances in this or any other 
country; and though every one has heard of ſuch events as 
now and then happening, yet very few have ſeen them. 

In all thoſe 18, 300 women delivered at the Britiſh Lying- in 
Hoſpital, there has not been one ſuch caſe. In the London 
Lying-in Hoſpital, where, being inſtituted later, much fewer 
have been delivered, they have had two ſuch recorded as 
prodigies. In the Weſtminſter Diſpenſary, in 1897 women 
delivered, there has been but one ſuch event. 

In the Dublin Hoſpital, in 21,000 births, they have had 
triplets born thrice, or once in 70co times, but have never 
exceeded that proportion or number, born at one time. | 

In a pretty extenſive practice of above thirty years, both in the 
county of Rutland and in London, I have attended but one la- 
bour where three children were born; am perſonally acquainted 
but with one lady who, at Dumfries, in Scotland, after bearing 
twins twice, was delivered of three children at once; and I was 
never acquainted with any one who produced a greater number. 

Yet ſo much does this matter vary at Edinburgh, that Dr. 
HAmMiLToN, Profeſſor of Midwifry, writes, he had ſeen trip- 
lets born there, five or fix times in leſs than twenty-five years. 

MavRIcCEAv, in a long life of very extenſive practice at 
Paris, with opportunities of knowing moſt things extraordi- 
nary that happened in his time in France, tells us, he had ſeen 
triplets born but a few times; had heard of four in that city 
but once, and mentions no greater number. 

One circumſtance which he relates is ſo far worthy of atten- 
tion, as it accords with one ſomewhat ſimilar ſubjoined to Mr. 

| HULL” 3 
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Hur“ caſe now read, viz. * That the huſband of one of 
„ thoſe women who bore three children was by trade a pain- 
5 ter, and had been, for two years preceding this birth, para- 
& lytic over one-half of his body, and yet had no reaſon to 
doubt the fidelity of his wife.“ | 

Theſe facts, as far as they are to be A ad on, may ſhew 
us, that the capacity of procreation in the male may remain 
under very infirm health; and that we ought to judge with 
candour of ſuch wives as are fruitful when living with very 
ailing huſbands, and who produce healthy children in the 


eighth, or even ninth, month after their death; as we can 


never ſay determinately under what degree of diſeaſe the 
male 1s totally incapable of procreation : more eſpecially as we 
are very certain, that the female is not, when labouring under 
very deſperate, and certainly fatal, diſeaſes, provided the prin» 
cipal organs of generation be ſound. Nay, in caſes of pulmo- 
pary phthiſis, the life of the female ſeems to be protracted 
by pregnancy ; and I have attended a lady, who, after being 
pronounced irrecoverably hectic, lived long enough to be twice 
delivered naturally of healthy children at the full time. 

But what particular circumſtances of conſtitution, or ſtate 
of health, can capacitate the male to become the father of 
more than one child at a birth, or how this could be effected, 
ſhould it be wiſhed, remains among thoſe ſecrets of nature 
Which our want of facts and obſervations renders us utterly 
incapable to ſpeculate upon. 

It ſeems probable, and theſe two obſervations, as well as 
SPALLANZANI's, and other late experiments, would rather 
incline us to ſuppoſe, that theſe numerous births do depend 
moſt on the ſtructure and ſtate of the female organs; but 

B 2 nothing, 


3 A 


— . 


- 
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nothing, that I know of, has ever been diſcovered in this obſcure 
matter. | | 

The occurrence of four born at once we find to be much 
more uncommon; and, I think, Har LER's conjecture rather than 
calculation of its happening once in 20,000 births, very much 
under-rated, as it appears that once in 100,000 would be 
much nearer the truth. Of this, however, we have ſeveral 
well authenticated caſes which have happened in this ifland. 
In the year 1674, there was publiſhed in London a quarts 
pamphlet, intituled, The fruitful Wonder, or a ſtrange Re- 
lation, from Kingſton upon Thames, of a Woman who, 
% on Thurſday and Friday, the Fifth and Sixth Days of this 
&« Inſtant March, 1673-4, was delivered of Four Children 
e at one Birth, vis. Three Sons and One Daughter, all born 
« alive, luſty Children, and perfect in every Part, which lived 
« Twenty-four Hours, and then died, all much about the 
e ſame Time, with ſeveral other Examples of numerous 
* Births, from credible Hiſtorians, with the Phyſical and Aſtro» 
logical Reaſons for the ſame. By J. P. Student in Phyſic.” 

Dr. PLoTrT, in his Hiſtory of Staffordſhire, p. 194. men- 
tions ELEANOR, the wife of HENRY Driven, of Watlington, 
who was delivered of four children at a birth in the year 
1675. | 

Sir RoBERT S1BBALD, in his Scotia Illuſtrata, after men- 
tioning a caſe of three born at once, adds, © Imo in varus 
<« regu Jocis repertæ ſunt mulieres que quatuor foetus uno 
„ partu ediderunt ;” but makes no mention of more. 

In the Gentleman's Magazine, which 1s reckoned a pretty 
authentic record of the times, we have the following accounts 
of numerous births, 


AN. 
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ANN BovyNToN, of Henſbridge, in Somerſetſhire, was this 
day, June 1, 1736, delivered of three daughters and one ſon ; 
one of the daughters died, the reſt are likely to live. The 
mother has been married but four years, and has had twice twins 
before, which completes the number of eight children at three 
births. | f 
October 3, 1743, at Rate, in Berkſhire, Joan Gl. Lo- 
way was delivered of two boys and two girls, three of whom 
were alive. 


In January, 1746, the wife of PLuMER, a labouring man, 
at Mill-Wimley, near Hitchin, Hertfordſhire, was delivered 


of three living boys and one dead. 

Auguſt 22, 1746, the wife of WiLL1aws, of Coventry- 
ſtreet, Piccadilly, was delivered of two boys and two girls, all 
likely to hve. | 


June, 1752, a woman in the pariſh of Tillicultrie, near 


Stirling, in Scotland, was delivered of four <hildren, which 
were all immediately baptiſed, and all died at the ſame time 
next morning. | 

In September, 1757, a poor woman, of Burton Ferry, 
Glamorganſhire, was delivered of three boys and a girl. 
Dr. HamIiLToN before mentioned writes, that, not many 
years ago, a woman was delivered of four children, at Penny- 


cuick,, the ſeat of Sir JohN CLARK, Bart. near Edinburgh, 
when ſhe was advanced to the middle of her laſt month of 


pregnancy, and that ſome of theſe children lived two or three 
years. He further ſays, that, five years ago, he attended a 
woman at Edinburgh, who, in the ſeventh month of her 
pregnancy, after a journey of thirty miles, was ſuddenly deli- 


vered of four children, all perfect and well grown for the time, 


of which one was born dead, and three alive; but thoſe three 


L | died: 


4 
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died next day. He further adds, that theſe are the only caſes 
of quadruplets, or any larger number, he had ever heard of, 
as born in Scotland, in his memory. | 

Though cafes ſimilar to the preſent of five children hom.» at 
once, are ſtill much more uncommon ; and though Harrer's 
aſſertion of their not happening above once in a million of 
births, may be reckoned a very moderate calculation, yet we 
are not altogether without ſuch inſtances in this. country. 

From the Gentleman's Magazine we learn, that on the 5th 
of October, 1736, a woman at a milk-cellar, in the Strand, 
was delivered of three boys and two girls at one birth ; and 
that iu March, 1739, at Wells, in Somerſetſhire, a woman 
was delivered of four ſons and a daughter, all alive, all 


chriſtened, and all then ſeeming likely to live. 


In the Commercium Literarium Norimbergenſe for the year 
1731, we have two ſuch caſes; one happening in Upper 
Saxony, the other near Prague, in Bohemia; in each of which 
five children were born and chriſtened, all of whom were 
arrived to that equal degree of maturity, which rendered it 
probable, they were all conceived about the ſame time. | 

J learned from two foreign Profeflors, when in London laſt 
winter, that they had each heard of a caſe of five children 
born near Paris, and near Ghent in Flanders ; but the particu- 
lars not being ſent as promiſed, 1 preſume they may have been 


mulinformed. 


When we advance farther we get into the region of tradi- 
tion and improbability; and it would ill become me to trouble 
a Society, whoſe profeſſed object is truth and ſcience, with 
is numerous and wonderful relations which many grave and 
learned authors have recorded as facts they themſelves believed; 
yet I ſtill think we have no authority to reje& abſolutely every 
relation 
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relation of this kind, when AMBRosE PAREY, a very honeſt 
though credulous man, tells, that in his time, in the pariſh of 
Sceaux, near Chambellay between Sarte and Maine, the mo- 
ther of the then living lord of the noble houſe of MALpE- 
MEURE had, in the firſt year of her marriage, brought forth 
twins, in the ſecond triplets, in the third four, in the fourth 
five, and in the fifth year fix children at one birth, of which 


labour ſhe died; and when he adds, that of theſe 44% fix one is 


yet alive, and is now Lord of Maldemeure, how can we dif- 
believe this circumſtance ? This ſtory may very poſſibly be in- 
accurately ſtated, yet the whole cannot be a fiftion, as it was 
_ publiſhed among the very people, and in the age when it hap- 


pened, and never has been ſince contradicted ſo far as we 
know. Though the wonderful regularity of the progreſs gives an 


appearance of fable to the whole, yet we muſt believe the 
thing to be poſſible; and that this then exiſting lord might be 


the only one of the ſix who lived long enough to be born at 


the full time, in a mature ſtate; the whole, or moſt of the 
other five, as we have ſometimes ſeen in caſes of twins, hav- 
ing been born as dead abortions, which had never arrived to a 
bulk ſufficient to interfere with his growth. 

I leave the learned to pay what degree of credit they pleaſe 


to the wonderful relations we read of the extreme fertility of 


the women of Egypt, Arabia, and other warm countries, as: 


recorded by ARISTOTLE, by PLINY, and by ALBUCAsIs, where 


three, four, five, and fix children are ſaid to have been fre- 
quently born at once, and the greatelt part of theſe reared to 
maturity; and will only ſay, that though a late traveller M. 
SAVARY gives ample teſtimony of the extreme general ferti- 
lity of Egypt in all vegetable and animal productions, and par- 


| ticularly. 
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ticularly of its abundant population, he mentions nothing of 
the numerous births recorded by the ancient naturaliſts and 
hiſtorians. 

Of {til] more fruitful births I will paſs over a number of in- 
ſtances which I could adduce from JonanNnes Ryobivs, Lucas 
SCHROECKIUS, CASPAR BAUHIN, JOHANNES HELVIGIVUs, BI AN- 


cl, and others, and finiſh with one caſe more, recorded by 


PETRUs BORELLI in his Second Century of Obſervations, pub- 
liſhed at Paris in the year 1656; a collection indeed filled with 
many wonderful ſtories, though by a man of equal integrity 
and ingenuity : he tells us, that in the year 1650, juſt five 
years before, the lady of the then preſent Lord Dare produced 
at one birth eight perfect children, which he owns was a very 
unuſual event in that country. 

T think it totally unneceſſary to purſue this enquiry farther ; 


but muſt obterve, that the preſent is the only .caſe I have 
found, where the children were all females; that the males 


have in all the other caſes been at leaſt equal, and generally 


the moſt numerous; that in many of them, at leaſt a part was 
dead born; and that moſt commonly the reſt died in a ſhort 


time. It is thence clear, that thoſe numerous births are cer- 
tainly unfavourable to population, as very few indeed of thoſe 
children can be carried to near the full term of pregnancy, and 


fewer ſtill to that degree of ſtrength that admits of their being 


reared, where more than two are born at one time. 
As from Mr. Joun HuNrER's very curious Experiments and 
Obſervations, read lately to this Society, on the Procreation of 
Swine, we are led to believe, that a certain determined number 
of ova, capable of receiving male impregnation, are originally 
formed in cach ovarium; and which number, when exhauſted, 
the female conſtitution has no power to renew; if this be the 
| true 
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True account of the ceconomy 955 nature in this particular, 


which | has every appearance o probability, thoſe numerous 
births muſt occaſion a very fruitleſs profuſion and waſte of tlie 
human race, and become every way detrimental to its increaſe. 
by From the united teſtimony of the foregoing cales, it is 
undeniably clear, that the females of the human ſpecies, 


| though moſt commonly unjparous, are, in certain circumſtances 


to us unknown, every now and then capable of very far.ex- 


ceeding their uſual number; and I muſt again repeat, that it 


does not appear that we can ſet any bounds to the powers of 
nature in that reſpe&; or pretend, as ſome have done, with 


certainty to ſay, what may be the utmoſt limits of human 


fer tility, | | . , 


-% FF Þ E N 1 
THE following caſe, which made ſome noiſe in this city, 
and was publiſhed in all the News Paper laſt June, as a real 
inſtance of five children produced at one birth, happened too 
late to find a place in my Paper, and, not being communicated 
to the Society, could not be inſerted in the Tranſactions. 


However, as it was attended with with ſome very uncommon 


circumſtances, it appears to be a very proper appendix to thoſe 
copies 1 have had thrown off to gratify the curioſity of my 
friends. From this recent inſtance which happened under 


our own eyes as it were, we may be taught with what caution 


we > ought t to receive e all marvellous reports which _ world in 
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general are ever diſpoſed to believe aud propagate. The rela- 


tion I ſubjoin, I wrote down. Thurfday June 21, 1787, from. 


the mouth of Mrs. SALTER the midwife, a lodger in the ſame- 


| houſe with the patient, who then lay dead; at Ne ro, Little 


Ayliffe-Street, Goodman's-Fields, and was teſtified by the huſ- 
band and filter, who were both preſent, and certified by Mr.. 
Gir.50n, of White-Chapel, to be the fame account that was. 
given him by all the Rr who were in. the houſe along with. 
this woman. 

ELIZABETH 1 of Liverpool, was married iii 
September, 1786, to FERBER, of Straſburgh, a. mariner, 


being then in her twenty-eighth year. She was very ſoon ſeized 


with all the common ſymptoms of beginning pregnancy, only 
im a more ſevere degree than moſt women are. She in a ſhort 
time became remarkably large, and by degrees ſo heavy 


- and unwieldy (though a ſtout and healthy woman before) as 


with difñculty to be able to ſupport: the burden of her preg- 
nancy, and under much uneafineſs and bad health ſhe dragged! 
en. a very diſtreſſing life, till ſhe had completed nine months 
and four days from her marriage. On Thurſday the 7th. of. 
June, ſhe was ſeized with ſymptoms of approaching labour. 
which the midwife called fever, continued in that ſtate all the- 
next day, and on the Saturday morning the labour was thought: 


to have made ſome progreſs, and the head of a child to be pre- 


ſenting in the natural way. This, towards the evening, receded, 
and the breech of what the imagined to be another child pre- 
ſented itſelf, which, after three hours, was delivered by the 


natural pains at nine © clock at night, on Saturday the gth of 


June, 1787, and proved to be a ſmall living girl, ſeemingly at 
the full time. No placenta followed, and ſhe continued tole- 
rably faly till Monday evening the 11th, when the again fell 


into 
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into labour, and was delivered about twelve at night, fifty-two 
hours after the birth of the firſt, by the naturab pains, of a 
| ſecond. living girl, larger than the former, and a double pla- 
centa ſoon followed. She continued uneafy all that night, 
and on Tueſday the 1 2th, at eleven o'clock in the morning. 
(eleven hours after the laſt labour), ſhe was delivered of what 
the midwife called a falſe conception, which ſhe deſcribes as & 
large maſs of ſolid fleſh covered with a thick ſkin, and mea- 
furing near ten inches in circumference z but in which, when 
it was cut through the middle and examined; ſhe could not 


find the ſmalleſt veſtige of a foetus. On Wedneſday the 1 3th, - 


at three o'clock in the afternoon, ſhe was delivered by natural 
pains of a putrid female child, fix inches in length: and on 
Thurſday the 14th, at ſeven o'clock in the morning, juſt fix- 
teen hours after the birth of the third child, the was delivered 
of a fourth child, of nearly the ſame ſize with the third. A 
double placenta, which ſeemed to have belonged to theſe two 


laſt children, ſoon followed in a putrid ſtate. The birth of 


theſe four children was ſoon ſucceeded. by all the common ſymp- 
toms of the moſt dangerous ſpecies of puerperal fever. Mr- 


Gixson, of Whitechapel, was then called in, and found 


her in the moſt deſperate ſituation. But before Mr. G11.s0x 

came, both the placenta and the falſe conception were deſtroyed, 
fo that we are at a loſs to determine whether this laſt was only a 
mere coagulum of blood condenſed into this form by flow 
extravaſation, and the length of time in which it had under- 
gone the compreſſing action of the uterus-; or Whether it was 
the increaſed ſecundines of a real fifth conception, where the 
foetus had died ſo early as to be totally diflolved, and fo mixed 
with. the coagulated maſs as not to be diſcovered by a mid- 
wife,, who cannot be ſu ppoſed ta be able to determine, 
preciſely 
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preciſely what the nature of this ſubſtance was. But rt has 
| been repeatedly aſcertained, that all mola's, or what are vul- 
garly called falſe conceptions, are either the one or the other. 

This poor woman gradually grew worſe ; and on the Saturday 
the 16th ſhe was ſeized with. convulſions, 'and on Sunday the 
17th of June, in the evening at half paſt ten, ſhe died, being the 
fourth day after the delivery of the fourth child, and the ele- 
venth after that of the firſt. 

The two firſt-born children ſcem healthy and 2 PFED 
are put to a ſuckling nurſe, and are of the common fize of 
{mall twins. The.eldeſt weighed in her cloaths four pounds 
and one quarter, and the younger ſcarcely four pounds; both 


together barely the weight of a .common full-grown mature 
foetus. 


4 add the following quotations from reputable authors, with- 
out pretending to ſay, whether any degree of credit Fought to be 
given to them or not. 

CHAMBON DE Moxr Aux quotes a letter, publilbed in the 
Journal de Savans, from M. SeicneTTE, Phyſician at Ro- 
chelle, to M. Levesy, in which he mentions a woman of 
Saintonge, who was, at one birth, delivered of nine well- 
formed, children, ſo far advanced that their ſexes could be 
caſily diſcovered. And u J. B. Biancul +, an author of eſta- 
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| | * * Maladie de Groſſeſſa, tom, ii. p. 307. 

t _ + De Naturali in Humano Corpore vitioſa Morboſague Generatione Hiſtoria 
[1 Aug. Tauri, I741, Pe 249. i | | 
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bliſhed reputation for candour and accuracy, tells us, that in 
his time, in the city of Turin, three children at one birth had 
Happened more than once; that in ſome of the diſtricts of 
Piedmont there had been ſometimes five; and that in the 
Dutchy of Milan, a very little time preceding the year 1741, 
when he publiſhed, ſeven had been born at one time; and headds 
the following very extraordinary hiſtory, which he ſuppoſed to 
be well authenticated, as he received it from M P. R. David, a 
very reſpectable Clergyman and Dean of the Chapel of the 
Academy of Turin, That, fourteen years before this, M. 
& DaviD had met and converſed with a woman, whoſe hiſtery 
„ he had frequently before heard, who aſſured him; that ſhe her- 
« {elf had, at one very painful and diſtreſſing labour, produced in 
& a ſhort ſpace of time ſeven living and healthy children of 
ce different ſexes;“ and that one of theſe children, then a boy 
of eleven or twelve years of age, was preſent with his mother 
when ſhe told him the ſtory. 

Of fruitful females we have the following biſtory in the 
Harlem Courant for 1755. A man was preſented to the Em- 
preſs of Ruſſia, remarkable for being the father of ſeventy- two 
children, born to him by two wives. The firſt had four chil- 
dren at a birth four times; ſhe next produced three at a birth 
ſeven times, and afterwards twins teu times, in all amounting 
to fifty-ſeven children by one wife. The ſecond, after bearing 
three ſingle children, had twins fix times, amounting to fit- 
teen; and the two together to ſeventy-two. 

The daughter of GERARD VaANDErGUicuT, Engraver to 
Sir Hans SLOANE, confirmed lately to Dr. Comns, a fact he 
| had often heard in his own family, that her mother, who is now 
alive and in her eighty-{ixth year, had, during her marriage 
with the ſaid VANDERGUICHT, borne thirty-two children at 
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one atid thirty bicths,. the laſt being twins ; and. that they all 


lived to be chriſtened. 


Mr. Kizwan, a very reſpectable Pbiloſopher, and Fellow 


of the Royal Society, has often told me, that he had con- 


verſed with a gentleman, who affirmed to him, that he him- 
ſelf was the youngeſt but one of forty ſons, all produced i in 
ſucceſſion from three different wives, by one father, in Ireland. 
and who all arrived at the age of manhood; and Mr. Kixwaw 
often declared, he had no reaſon to doubt the truth of this. 
relation. 

As it is more than probable, that a number of facts, ſimilar 
to theſe, may have taken place in ſituations where no public 
netice has been taken of them, the preſent communication 
may, perhaps, ſtimulate ſome to make known to the Royal 
Society, any remarkable and well authenticated Phænomena 


of this kind, Which either have already happened, or way in 


future. 


